Information on 
Program BG04 "Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy"
Program BG04 "Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy" is financed by the Financial Mechanism of the European Economic Area (EEA FM) 2009 - 2014 based on the signed Memorandum of Understanding between the Republic of Bulgaria and Kingdom of Norway, Iceland and Principality of Liechtenstein.
Program BG04 "Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy" includes two program areas "Energy Efficiency" (Program Area 5) and "Renewable Energy" (Program Area 6) of the European Economic Area (EEA) and was approved on December 20, 2012.
On 27.05.2013, a Program Agreement was signed between the Committee of the EEA Financial Mechanism and the National Focal Point (NFP) to the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Bulgaria.
On 23.08,2013 an Agreement for the Implementation of the Program was signed between the Ministry of Economy and Energy and NFP to the Council of Ministers.  
Program operator: The Ministry of Economy, Energy and Tourism (currently the Ministry of Economy and Energy, MEE).
Program partner of the Donor: Water Resources and Energy (NVE) Directorate to the Ministry of Petroleum and Energy, Norway.
Purpose of the Program: Reduction of greenhouse gas emissions and air pollutants. The program will contribute to the reduction of 35 000 tonnes of CO2.

Program budget: EUR 15 600 288, out of which EUR 13 260 245 (85 %) grants, national co-financing - EUR 2 340 043 (15%).
Duration of the Program: 16th of April 2017.
Deadline for implementation of activities under the program: 30th of April 2016
Four procedures for selection of project proposals will be announced under the Program and grant agreements will be negotiated. Implementation of a predefined project is also planned with beneficiary the State Energy and Water Regulatory Commission (EWRC) in cooperation with the Electricity System Operator (ESO) and the Water Resources and Energy (NVE) Directorate, Norway. The Project "Implementation of the European Electricity Market in Bulgaria - II phase" will support the liberalization of the energy market in accordance with the requirements of the Agency for the Cooperation of Energy Regulators (ACER) and the Joint European Network of Transmission System Operators for Electricity (ENTSO-E), the integration of RES market and its further integration with neighbor markets and regions, laying the foundations for the energy stock exchange market. The budget of the Project including national co-financing is EUR 1.520.000.
Fund for Bilateral Relations: The Program provides for the establishment of a Fund for Bilateral Relations with a total budget of EUR 251.228 which rules and regulations will be additionally announced on the website of the Program. The Fund aims to assist potential beneficiaries in the search for project partners, to support the development of project proposals or to cover the costs associated with visits to exhibitions, conferences and other events presenting innovative technologies in the areas related to the above four procedures, which would help the elaboration of the respective project proposals. It is envisaged the Fund to be opened in November 2013, after the official start of the Program. 
Procedures for selection of project proposals:
1. Use of hydro power as a source for generating electricity from small hydro power plants of piped water supply and irrigation gravity systems - innovative pilot scheme.
· Beneficiaries - state and municipal enterprises, municipalities.
· The budget of the procedure including national co-financing is EUR 2.352.942: 
· Minimum amount of the grant: EUR 250 000;
· Maximum amount of the grant - EUR 750 000.
· Maximum percentage of the grant - 90%.
2. Increasing energy efficiency and use of renewable energy for heat generation in municipal and state buildings and local heating systems:
a) Increasing energy efficiency – changing of fuel/boilers and replacement and reconstruction of substations and heating installations and systems:
· Beneficiaries - the state and the municipalities.
· The budget of the procedure including national co-financing is EUR 2.941.176:
· Minimum amount of the grant: EUR 170 000;
· Maximum amount of the grant - EUR 500 000. 
· Maximum percentage of the grant - 100% for public buildings, state and municipal property; 60% for local heating systems. 
b) Use of heating energy from renewable sources - biomass, solar, aerothermal, hydrothermal and geothermal heat energy:
· Beneficiaries - the state and the municipalities.
· The budget of the procedure including national co-financing is EUR 4.705.882: 
· Minimum amount of the grant: EUR 170 000;
· Maximum amount of the grant - EUR 500 000.
· Maximum percentage of the grant - 100% for public buildings, state and municipal property; 60% for local heating systems.
3. Production of fuels from biomass - production of pellets, wood chips, eco briquettes, biogas from farms, etc.:
· Beneficiaries - small and medium size enterprises.
· The budget of the procedure including national co-financing is EUR 1.764.706:
· Minimum amount of the grant: EUR 50 000;
· Maximum amount of the grant - EUR 200 000.
· Maximum percentage of the grant - 60 %.
4. Increasing the administrative capacity and awareness of energy efficiency and renewable energy:
· Beneficiaries - universities, training and educational organizations, energy service companies.
· The budget of the procedure including national co-financing is EUR 624.065:
· Minimum amount of the grant: EUR 30 000;

· Maximum amount of the grant - EUR 100 000.

· Maximum percentage of the grant - 90 %.
Those budgets are estimates and the Program Operator (MEE) reserves the right to transfer funds from one procedure to another in order to finance quality projects.
The schedule for the start of the procedures will be published on the web sites of MEE and the Program.
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